LAWN TO LAKE

The Nearshore Environment

When standing on the beach or
shoreline and skipping rocks across
the water, you are in the nearshore
region of a lake. Nearshores include
wetlands, beaches, and grass mead-
ows. This environment extends
indefinitely away from the shore but
has been defined as ranging from
the upland shore to as deep in the
water as sunlight can reach. The
nearshore is influenced by runoff
from the land as well as the land-
use practices in the watershed.

Life in the Nearshore

The nearshore is an incredibly unique envi-
ronment that is essential to the health of your
lake and local fisher-

| 1ies. Wetland plants and
grasses provide food
and shelter for many fish
and shellfish species.

At some point in their
development, nearshores
are an important habitat
for many animals and
commercial fish.
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Water Quality in this Critical Area

Many natural surfaces in our watersheds have
been covered with roads, parking lots, and
homes. When water falls on hard surfaces,

it runs off quickly. As it moves, it picks up
pollutants. The result is the decline of water

quality of nearby lakes and rivers, especially
the nearshore environment. Degradation of
water quality eventually affects the habitat of
the plants and animals living in these waters.

Why Does Degradation Occur?

Industrial and municipal stormwater, agricul-
tural runoff, and the loss of wetlands are the
main culprits T
in the reduc-
tion of water
quality in the
nearshore
environment.
Also impact-
ing water
quality are the nutrients from sewage, deter-
gents, and fertilizers washing off the land. Too
many nutrients can lead to too much algae.
This can impact aquatic plants and animals, as
well as your recreational enjoyment.
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